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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-44 (canceled). 

45 . (currently amended) A female electrical terminal, comprising: 

a contact section for mating with a complementary male terminal, the contact 
section including a bottom wall; a first set of sidewalls that define a first closed tubular 
portion with the bottom wall; and a second set of «4ewalls that define a second closed 
tubular portion with the bottom wall, the second closed tubular portion arranged end to end 
with the first closed tubular portion, the first closed tubular portion having an effective 
diameter that is less than an effective diameter the second closed tubular portion; and 

a flexible contact element at least partially disposed within the contact section 

iu a lion fi:ccn1:-rnr^ - ™* stained bv the contact section so that opposing ends of 

the flexible contact element a^#ee, r*n move in relation to the contact section, the flexible 
contact element for urging a complementary male terminal into engagement with the bottom 
wall, 

wherein the flexible contact element does not extend into the first closed 
tubular portion. 

46. (previously presented) The female electrical terminal of claim 45, wherein the 
flexible contact element includes a leading edge that is positioned outside of the contact 
section. 

47. (previously presented) The female electrical terminal of claim 45, wherein the 
flexible contact element includes a leading edge, and wherein the female electrical terminal is 
devoid of any structure prohibiting frontal access to the flexible contact element leading edge. 

48. (currently amended) A female electrical terminal, comprising: 

a contact section for mating with a complementary male terminal, the contact 
section including a first closed tubular portion comprising a first set of sidewalls that forms 
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an insertion pathway for a comnlementarv m ale terminal; and a second closed tubular portion 
comprising a second set of sidewalls and being arranged end to end with the first closed 
tubular portion; wherein geometrically central axes of the first and second closed tubular 
portions are misaligned and tho firot tubular portion htm an offoctivo dinmotor that in loco th nn 
o n uffcc ti-. o di n .. I r r " * *"™™ r™*™ *" ch that a spare is formed OUtside ° f the 

insertion pathway ; and 

a flexible contact element at least partially disposed within the contact section 



fr0 0) for urging [[a]] the complementary male terminal into engagement with the bottom wall, 
the flexible contact element inc l uding a leading edge that is positioned within the space. 

wh ui uiii U i o fl cori bl n rnn t nr t "1"rr™+ mrtnnH into tho firot tubular 

portion. 

49. (canceled) 

50. (currently amended) The female electrical terminal of claim 48, whoroin th e 

flexible cont act - 1 * ^i.Hnr n innHinp ndcTO- and wherein the female electrical terminal is 

devoid of any structure prohibiting frontal access to the flexible contact element leading edge. 

5 1 . (currently amended) The female electrical terminal of claim 48, wherein an 
opening is defined at an interface between the first closed tubular portion and the second 
closed tubular portion; and wherein a portion of the flexible contact element extends into the 
opening. 



52. (currently amended) A female electrical terminal, comprising: 

a contact section for mating with a complementary male terminal, the contact 
section including a first closed tubular portion comprising a first set of sidewalls that forms 
an insertion pathway for a complementary male contact ; and a second closed tubular portion 
comprising a second set of sidewalk and being arranged end to end with the first closed 
tubular portion; wherein the first closed tubular portion has an effective diameter that is a 
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different size than that of the second closed tubular portion such that a space is formed 

outside of the insertion pathway ; and 

a flexible contact element at least partially disposed within the contact section 
in a non fixedly oocurod mnnnor do that oppooing ondo of tho floxiblo contact olomont are 
#eer for urging a complementary male terminal into engagement with the bottom wall, the 
flexible contact Pigment includ i ng a leading edge that is positioned within the space. 

a her e in the f l r r fr 1 " — ^ "* "inmnnt rinnn not oxtond into tho firot tubnln r 

portion. 

53 (currently amended) The female electrical terminal of claim 52, whoroin th e 
flexible contact o lomont inclu d e a loading odgo, f ind wherein the female electrical terminal is 
devoid of any structure prohibiting frontal access to the flexible contact element leading edge. 

54. (currently amended) A female electrical terminal, comprising: 

a contact section including a set of converging sidewalls that define an 
insertion pathway for a complementary male terminal, the insertion pathway having a 
diameter that is smaller than a closed tubular portion that is proximate the set of converging 
sidewalls; and 

a flexible contact element partially disposed within the contact section 
non fixodly oocurod manner and retained h Y the contact section so that opposing ends of the 
flexible contact element aro fro e , can move in relation to t he contact section, the flexible 
contact element for urging a complementary male terminal into engagement with a contact 

section bottom wall; 

wherein the female electrical terminal is devoid of any structure prohibiting 

frontal access to a leading edge of the flexible contact element, and 

wherein the flexible contact element does not extend into the set of converging 

s44ewalls. 

55-58. (canceled). 
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